​Boyds Civic Association

July 17, 2014 Meeting Minutes
President Chris Arndt called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:40 pm on July 17, 2014. There were about 26 people in attendance. 
Minutes (Maggie Bartlett) were approved.

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $14,158.22 (as of 6/30/14).

OLD BUSINESS

RideOn bus turnaround (Miriam Schoenbaum, Chair, Boyds MARC-MCDOT working group)

( MC DOT is suggesting other sites for a RideOnbus turnaround. The RideOn buses will provide public transportation to the Boyds MARC station. Traffic patterns leading up to, and at, the intersection of Rt. 121 and Barnesville Rd. is a factor MC DOT is taking into consideration. Potential locations for the turnaround include the Boyds Post Office property, land at the Wynn house, lot on the small engine property, and M-NCPPC property (the field off Clopper at Rt. 121).
( The frequency of these buses would be one per hour three/four times in the morning and three/four times in the evening. Each bus could carry about 65 people. Currently, 25 people ride every hour from Clarksburg to the Germantown MARC station.

( The train stops at Boyds at: 5:20, 5:40, 6:45 and 8:15 pm and 4:30, 6:30, 7:30, 8:15 pm
( Bike racks will be installed at the parking lots.
( Suggestions/comments from the BCA members:

· Do nothing (not really advisable)

· Find a site for additional parking now that can handle the bus turnaround in the future.

· Better to have 8 buses then to have all those cars coming down Clarksburg Road.

· But, we don’t want Boyds to be the parking lot for Clarksburg.
( E-mail any comments, thoughts and suggestions to Miriam: mwschoenbaum@yahoo.com

SPEAKER

Crickett Fields (Mark Wallis M-NCPPC, Montgomery County Department of Parks)
( The popularity of cricket now is like soccer was about 30 years ago.

( Games over at SoccerPlex are played on Saturday and Sunday. Several “softball” cricket matches are played 8:30-11:00 and then one “hard ball” cricket is played 12:00-7:00 pm. One match could take up to 7 hours. The traffic would be minimum with only 22 people playing that one game.

( There will be a need of four cricket fields in Montgomery County by 2020.
( Three areas being considered and will be ranked: Boyds, Hazen Wells in Clarksburg, and somewhere else in Montgomery County
( The site in Boyds is the park property on the south side of Clopper near the Clarksburg Rd intersection. Some soy and cornfields will be lost.

NEW BUSINESS

Clarksburg Jail Address (Gordon Taylor): After discussion, a motion was made and passed to suggest that the zip code of the Montgomery County Correctional Facility be changed from the current Boyds zip code to a Clarksburg zip code.

Firing Range proposed on the large farm on Thurston Rd. along the Bennett Creek: Owners of the 262-acre farm near Sugarloaf Mtn. and Stronghold Mansion have applied for a special exception to build a firing range on the property. The Sugarloaf Alliance, having already spent $30,000 in legal fees in protest of this proposal, has asked for the BCA to help prevent this from happening. Anne Davies will attend the Frederick County hearing on July 24 and report back to the BCA members in October. Neighbor Chris Myers researched and found out that decibel levels would exceed current laws, and would probably be heard on Sugarloaf Mtn. Other concerns include potential increase of lead leaching into the nearby stream and that the increased traffic would affect Montgomery County roads.
Traffic in Boyds: A working group was formed to monitor plans and proposals affecting the traffic in Boyds. 
Motion to adjourn was passed.

Next BCA meeting: October 16, 2014, 7:30 pm. 
