Boyds Civic Association

January 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes
President David Fraser-Hidalgo called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on January 18, 2013. There were about 24 people in attendance. 

Minutes (Maggie Bartlett) were approved and passed. 

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $15,569.67 (as of 1/30/2013)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

( Thank you letter was written by Peg Coleman for BCA’s donation for the Metro’s Edge event to be held Jan. 11-12, 2013.
SPEAKERS
Catherine Matthews (Director, Upcounty Regional Services Center):
( County Council president, Roger Berliner, is trying to get broadband to the Ag Reserve.
( Impact of Maryland’s $628 million deficit is unknown at this time.
( Council approved an amendment to the Clarksburg master plan for the Ten Mile Creek development plan.
( Accessory Apartment issue: Leggett is not decided about allowing an apartment in a home or on their property.
( There are free flu clinics in the area.
( Early voting will be held at the Germantown Recreation Center Sat., Oct. 27–Thursday, Nov. 1.

( Voting FOR Question B would allow the Police Chief to make management decisions without the police union’s decision.
( Pepco formed a Montgomery County Advisory Board.
( A Code Enforcer inspector will be out soon in response to the complaint about the junkyard at Rt. 121 and Barnesville Rd.     The BCA had asked the landlord to clean up but there has been no response.
( Council members do not think the Midcounty Extension will be built.
( Zoning will be rewritten dealing with the Ag Reserve. Maybe we can get Pam Dunn come and talk to the BCA in the future.

Caroline Biggin (Division Chief, MC Division of Transit): Boyds future transportation planning
( With the Cabin Branch development, there will be an expected increase use of the Boyds MARC.
( The concept plan has three scenarios looking at parking, sidewalks, and bus turnaround options.
( An environmental impact needs to be planned and reviewed.
( The BCA asked that we be kept informed of any plans. We also asked that the history of Boyds and the trains be kept in mind for future plans.
( Timeline: plans (Oct. 2013), building (2014).

MOTION made and carried: Endorse MCDOT to do a feasibility study with community input.
OLD BUSINESS
(  Zoroastrian Temple (Kersi Shroff): want to be good neighbors, mowed the grass. Future activities include worship (twice a month) and activities by 200 families. Two air conditioning units were stolen. Construction is almost completed. Their New Year’s Festival will take place on March 21, 2013.

(  Boyds MARC Train Station (Miriam Schoenbaum): New schedule will affect Boyds riders.

( Ten Mile Creek/Clarksburg Master Plan (Anne Sturm): Spoke about tourism in the Ag Reserve should be restricted to activities like hayrides, pumpkin picking, the Stomp Festival, and apple picking.

MOTION made and carried: The BCA will write a letter to Park and Planning stating that tourism activities in the Ag Reserve be limited. (Marilyn DeReggi to write.)

( Zoning Changes Outside the Ag Reserve (Marilyn DeReggi): A new issue will not allow cropping, even small crops like herb and plant growing in RE2 (2 acre) agricultural use only zones. Suggestions were made to “grandfather” current landowners.

MOTION made and carried: BCA will write a letter to the County Council supporting agriculture in RE2 zones allow crop farming.
(Global Mission Church (Anne Sturm): Group is working hard to slow down the development, the egress is not ready for 800 cars.

( St. John Barned-Smith is the new Gazette writer covering Boyds.
( Nominating Committee: Anne Davies, Miriam Schoenbaum, and Carrie Laurencot
Next BCA meeting and Election: January 16, 2012, 7:30 pm. 

Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:05 pm.
