Boyds Civic Association

April 19, 2007 Meeting Minutes
Vice-president Del Laminan called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on April 19, 2007. There were about 16 people in attendance. Minutes from the January meeting were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson): $20,879.24
GUEST SPEAKERS (Floreen and Dixon)

Nancy Floreen, Montgomery County Council, Member- At-Large

Chair, Transportation and Environmental Committee: dealing with civic and growth-related interests

Ag Reserve: Issues include too much development, and farmers not being heard. Advocates and committee worked together to produce an Ad Hoc implementation plan to address these issues in proposed legislation in September. The Planning Board does not agree with the whole plan. Public hearings are planned in the future.

Budget: Five public hearings were held recently. Eighty percent of the budget pays for people, retirements, and long-term health benefits. Some issues also included:

- Retirement funds of county employees: In the 1980s, benefits were very generous, new plans might require the employee to contribute more and the public paying less.

- Decreased revenues ($200 million) which could affect the county’s very high bond rating.

- Increased funding went to Montgomery College.

- Property taxes are less than projected. Landlord/commercial companies might be asked to pay more to lessen residents’ taxes.

Transportation:
- Midcounty Parkway might be extended to Rte. 27 to ease congestion on Rte. 355

- Resident suggested that the Ride-On buses better coordinate with the MARC train schedule to allow residents make better use of the Boyds and Germantown stations. Because not all trains stop in Boyds, if there were more buses between the Germantown and Boyds stations, this would allow residents to park at either station.

- Taylor School: Residents informed Floreen that the school has the potential as a community center for Boyds and Dickerson.

Marcus Dixon, Montgomery County Police, Germantown Community Service

E-mail: 5dmail@montgomerycountymd.gov 

Phone: 301-840-2337 (call if you need to report small incidents)

- Discussions included the recent murder/suicide of the man in Boyds and the Transit Center robberies.

- You can deter home invasions in your neighborhoods by knowing your neighbor.

- Crime stats are posted on the web: montgomerycountymd.gov. Go to the police section, then crime analysis in the 5th District.

- Dixon is proposing that if student is caught stealing, s/he lose the privilege to ride the Ride-On buses for free.

- Montgomery County is not overrun with gangs/youth violence (even including bullying).

- If you observe any suspicious activity and you want an officer to come by, when calling the police request, “I want to be seen.” You can also do this if you feel that the police have been non-responsive.
OLD BUSINESS

Sand mounds/Tot Lots (Del Laminan): Del continues to follow these issues and is concerned about a recent county committee report stating that sand mounds and Tot Lots aid farmers! Del will follow up.

NEW BUSINESS

Babysitting at the Boyds Civic Association (Lisa DeReggi Marcais): if anyone knows someone who can babysit kids during our BCA meetings, please call Lisa at 301-540-1184.

Art Show: Art League of Germantown will have an art show on April 27-29 at Black Rock Center.

Next BCA meeting: July 19
Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:20 pm.
